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Minnesota’s Best Practices for Traffic Sign  
Maintenance and Management
October 11, 2018, Arrowwood Lodge at Brainerd Lakes, 6967 Lake Forest Road, Baxter, MN 56425
October 17, 2018, City of Blaine–Public Works Department, 1801 101st Avenue NE
Blaine, MN 55449
October 25, 2018, Mankato City Center Hotel, 101 East Main Street, Mankato, MN 56001

Registration begins at 8:00 a.m. Workshop is scheduled from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

Workshop Description
In May 2012, language was added to the Minnesota Manual on Uniform Traffic Control 
Devices (MN MUTCD) that requires all agencies that maintain roadways open to public 
travel to adopt a sign maintenance program designed to maintain signs at or above 
adopted minimum levels of retroreflectivity. As of June 2014, agencies are required to be 
using either an assessment or management method to keep all of their Regulatory and 
Warning signs at or above the established thresholds, and all signs must now be at or 
above these minimum retroreflectivity levels.

This workshop will provide an overview of the updated Minnesota’s Best Practices for 
Traffic Sign Maintenance/Management Handbook, including the new provisions of the 
MN MUTCD, a review of the alternative methods for sign maintenance, and an approach 
to developing a budget for sign maintenance. Finally, a technique for reducing sign 
maintenance budgets will be presented that focuses on reducing the number of signs in 
an agency’s inventory (a pilot program along the township system in Stevens County 
achieved a 28-percent reduction) along with information about establishing policies 
and procedures that move you toward compliance with the new requirements while also 
managing your agency’s risk.

Topics Covered
• MUTCD and Sign Retroreflectivity Requirements Overview

• Compliance Dates

• Assessment, Management, and Maintenance Methods

• Financial/Budgeting

• Policy Development

• Implementation 

• Sign Effectiveness

• Sign Removal



Workshop Instructors
Howard Preston, PE, is a senior transportation engineering professional with more than 
40 years of experience. The focus of his interest, research, and career has been traffic 
safety, the application of traffic control devices, and providing technical assistance to state 
and local highway agencies. He has published research reports documenting the effects 
on safety associated with managing access, installing street lights at rural intersections, 
devising alternative turn lane designs, and employing dynamic signing at rural horizontal 
curves. MnDOT selected Howard to write its Traffic Safety Fundamentals Handbook, Best 
Practices for Pedestrian/Bicycle Safety and the Best Practices for Traffic Sign Maintenance/
Management Handbook.

Howard has taught undergraduate and graduate classes in traffic engineering and traffic 
safety and continuing education classes for the Local Technical Assistance Program on the 
subjects of tort liability and traffic signs and markings.

Who Should Attend 
This workshop is primarily intended for professional staff with both the responsibility and 
authority to manage the system of traffic signs along Minnesota’s state, county, city and 
township system of roadways.

Registration and Fees
The registration fee includes lunch, coffee breaks, and program materials. A refund of 
the registration fee, minus a $30 cancellation fee, will be made if cancellation is received 
five working days prior to the workshop.

 Professional Development Hours (6.0 PDHs)

 Roads Scholar Program (1.0 Credit)

  This workshop offers 1.0 credit in fulfilling the Roads Scholar Program. 
For Roads Scholar Program information and enrollment forms, contact 
Mindy Carlson with Minnesota LTAP at 612-625-1813 or online at  
mnltap.umn.edu/roadsscholar.



The University of Minnesota is an equal opportunity educator and employer.  
Disability accommodations are available upon request.

Program Contact 
College of Continuing and Professional Studies, University of Minnesota,  
fax: 612-624-6225, email: ccapsconf2@umn.edu

Registration Contact 
Registration Center, 612-625-2900; fax: 612-624-5359, ccapsreg@umn.edu



Registration Form

*Information in the section above is private data. Items marked by an asterisk (*) are required for identification and to establish 
your student record. Information is shared with the registrar’s office, your instructor, and other University offices for the 
purposes of record keeping, affirmative action, and reporting.

Method of Payment (please check one)

  Enclosed is a check or money order payable to University of Minnesota.

 Enclosed is a purchase order or letter of authorization to bill my employer.

  Charge to:    Visa    MasterCard    Discover    AMEX

Account number    Expiration date

Name as printed on card    Signature

Register by fax: 
612-624-5359

Register by mail:
CCAPS Registration Center
University of Minnesota 
353 Ruttan Hall
1994 Buford Avenue
Saint Paul, MN 55108

Name (Last)* (First)*

Employer/Organization* Title

Address*

City* State* Zip Code*

Email*

Telephone Fax

Minnesota’s Best Practices for Traffic Sign Maintenance and Management 

Online Registration (credit card only): mnltap.umn.edu/signmaintenance

If your check is returned because of insufficient funds or closed account, or because you have made 
a stop payment request, you will be charged a check handling fee of $20.

Please select location:
____October 11, Baxter (011)
____October 17, Blaine (012)
____October 25, Mankato (013)

Please select fee:
$60 Township and Tribal representatives
$70 City, County, State, and Federal representatives
$150 All other

ENGR X307
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